
From the Desk of Miss Sutherland   

Grade 5  

Week of September 16th -20th  

 

 

It has been a great start to the new year!  It was so nice to 

meet/see so many of you at Open House. Working together 

will help make this a successful year for your child!  One thing 

I’ve asked your children to remember: NEVER PANIC! 

Sometimes on the first day of a lesson’s homework, students 

struggle a bit. That’s ok!!!  Everything will become clearer on 

day 2!!  I just want the students to do their best on their 

homework, try everything and show their work. If they are 

stuck, that’s fine, but at least I can see what they attempted 

and then go from there. If they are confused, they should come 

to class and ask lots of questions!! I love questions!!! 

 



 
We have been busy reviewing place value of whole numbers which 

included writing numbers as standard numbers, writing numbers in 

short word form and expanded form as well as comparing numbers.  

Students will learn a new concept this week: that a number on the left is 

10x the value of the number to its right as well as the number on the 

right is 1/10 the value of the number to its left.  This concept will be 

reviewed and stressed throughout the year.  We will continue our study 

of place value including decimal place value this week.  I encourage 

students to review their notes each night and get comfortable with the 

new concepts.  Participation in class (whether it’s giving answers – right 

or wrong – or asking questions) helps everyone learn! 

We took our first fast facts quiz on Friday (100 problems in 5 minutes). 

Many did so well (thank you for practicing during the summer!) but 

many still do not know their basic facts. Please have your child review 

their facts (5-10 minutes a night will help tremendously). It really slows 

down learning if facts are not readily known.  Once the facts are 

mastered, we will work on timing. 
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